Day 1 Media Wrap Up:
World Creators Summit
Tuesday, June 4

The 2013 World Creators Summit got off to a great start on Tuesday, June 4, at the Ronald Reagan
Building and International Trade Center in Washington, D.C. The fourth biennial event, organized by
CISAC (the International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers) and supported by
numerous organizations around the world, is the leading international and cross-industry forum
addressing the future of copyright, the creative community, and the entertainment business in the
digital economy.
Day 1 speakers covered a diverse array of topics such as intellectual property in the digital age,
perspectives on the future of the creative sector, access to film and TV shows online, the business of
digital books, fair deals for photographers, the role of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa), orphan works, rights management, and the U.S. copyright agenda. Highlights included:
Kenth Muldin, Chairman of the CISAC Board of Directors, opened the Summit, stating,
“Creators are our raison d’être as societies, but they are also the most important drivers of the
digital economy. […] if we want to question the future of our businesses, we have to start with
the foundations and with the creators.”
Victoria Espinel, U.S. Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordinator for the White House,
delivered the opening keynote, titled “Visions for the Future – Intellectual Property in the
Digital Age,” saying that “We believe that if we target infringement using a variety of
approaches and tools at the same time we can make some headway and reduce infringement
online and protect the creativity that our artists and artists around the world create while
supporting the benefits the Internet creates.”
Maria Pallante, U.S. Register of Copyrights, explained which aspects of copyright law need
attention and reaffirmed the importance of an effective copyright system for authors during
her keynote, titled “The US Agenda – The Perspective from the US Copyright Office.” “Copyright
law has served the United States and the world extremely well—from printing press to digital
revolution,” she said. “We owe it to the next generation of creators and innovators, and the
public, to plan for the future, as you are doing here.”
Stanford McCoy, Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Intellectual Property and Innovation,
discussed “Visions for the Future – IP and the Creative Industries in a Global Environment”
during his keynote speech. “Capturing the value inherent in intangible assets like creativity,
innovation, and reputation requires a strong and well-calibrated rule-of-law infrastructure that
allows those assets to be officially recognized, licensed, and protected against theft or other
misappropriation,” he said. “Intellectual property rights are critical to that rule of law
infrastructure.”
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Hervé Di Rosa, a visual artist and President of CISAC; Angélique Kidjo, a songwriter and
performer; and Jacques Fansten, a film director, screenwriter, producer, and President of SACD
spoke during the “Visions for the Future – Creators in the Digital Age” panel. Kidjo began the
conversation by stating, “Creative rights are the key to innovation, ” with Fansten clarifying that
“A ‘work’ is not simply a creative contribution, it is a view of the world; someone somewhere
talks to the people around them and shares their vision of the world.” Di Rosa then expressed
his support for the artist resale right royalty, stating, “I believe if we go in the U.S. and manage
to have the resale right adopted and operational, it would be a wonderful showcase for the rest
of world.”
Simon Raymonde, songwriter, performer and producer for Cocteau Twins and founder of Bella
Union, participated in the “Connecting Creators and Consumers” panel, where he voiced his
opposition to remix culture. “As a musician, I cannot imagine anything more awful than this!”
he said.
Scott Turow, a global best-selling author, lawyer, and President of The Authors’ Guild, offered
his views on the U.S. copyright agenda during the “The US Agenda – The Perspective from the
Creators” panel. “Best-selling authors will do just fine if publishing is destroyed,” said Turow,
but mid-list and new authors will continue to suffer.
Members of the U.S. House of Representatives Bob Goodlatte (Chair of the Judiciary
Committee) and Anna G. Eshoo debated U.S. copyright policy and provided an insider’s look at
the legislative status of differing approaches during the “The US Agenda – The US Bi-Partisan
Policies on Copyright” panel. “If you want to benefit from the content you have to protect it !”
said Goodlatte. Eshoo countered that “Silicon Valley understands an open internet needs to be
protected, and how it can enhance creativity.”
The agenda also included:
-

“Visions for the Future – Different Perspectives for the Creative Sector”
“Accessing Films and TV Programs Online”
“Who Benefits from the Business of Digital Books?”
“Can Photographers Get Fair Deals?”
“BRICS – What Role Can They Play in the Digital Economy?”
“Orphan Works – Balancing Access and Creators’ Rights”
“Technologies & Services for Rights Management of On-Demand Digital Video Content”
“Consumers and Creators in a Dialogue”
“The US Agenda – Time for an Overhaul of Copyright Laws?”

In total, more than 140 speakers will address over 750 delegates from 75+ countries during the Summit.
Today’s events will include Javed Akhtar, one of the most successful multi-platform creators from India;
Susana Baca, singer-songwriter / former Minister of Culture for Peru; Eric Baptiste, Chair of CISAC’s
Governance Committee and CEO of SOCAN; Ana de Hollanda, a singer-songwriter and former Minister
of Culture for Brazil; Jean-Michel Jarre, a French electronic music pioneer; John Morton, Director of
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement; Mark Mulligan, Analyst at MIDiA Consulting; Jerrold
Nadler, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives (New York – 10th district) (Invited); Paul
Williams, one of America’s most acclaimed songwriters as well as President and Chairman of the Board
at ASCAP ; and Trisha Ziff, an independent documentary filmmaker.
•
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Photos, videos, and blog entries are continually updated at
www.creatorssummit.com/category/news.
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•

Follow the conversation on Twitter: @WCS_2013 #WCS13.

•

For the full conference programme, click here.
###

Media Contacts:
Americas: Laurie Jakobsen / +1 (646) 484 6764 / laurie@jaybirdcom.com
Europe /UK: Penny Jones / +44 (0)207 812 0541 / penny@aspectconsulting.eu
Europe / France: Lauriane Halle / + 33 1 43 59 29 92 / lauriane.halle@gootenberg.fr
Europe / Brussels: Aymeric Leruste / +32 2 510 60 23 / aymeric@aspectconsulting.eu
WCS: Marianne Rollet / +33 (0) 1 55 62 08 57 / marianne.rollet@cisac.org
About CISAC www.cisac.org
CISAC – the International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers – is the leading
worldwide network of collective management organisations and a unique international NGO uniting
231 authors’ societies and guilds in 121 countries, thus representing more than 3 million creators and
publishers from all creative genres (music, film, visual arts, and literary). In 2011, worldwide royalties
collected by CISAC members on behalf of creators reached $10.3 billion (€7.6 billion).
CISAC aims to increase both the protection and the promotion of creators’ rights worldwide. CISAC
enables collective management organisations to seamlessly represent creators across the globe and
ensure that royalties flow to authors for the use of their works anywhere in the world. To this end,
CISAC provides the highest business, legal, and IT standards to protect creators’ rights and to support
the development of the international network of collective management societies.

COM11

3/2

